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VOL. XXVII. DECEMBER, 13, 1912. No. 50. 

COMMON TOWELS. 
amendment to interstate quarantine regttiiations. 

Treastjky Department, 

Office of the Secretary, 
Washington, December 9, 1912. 
To medical officers of the Public Health Service, State and heal health 
authorities, and others concerned: 

The following amendment is hereby made to the Interstate Quar- 
antine Kegulations promulgated by this department September 27, 
1894, and amended August 17, 1905, June 24, 1909, May 15, 1912, 
and October 30, 1912, said amendment and regulations being in 
accordance with section 3, act of Congress approved February 15, 
1893. 

Article 3, general regulations, is hereby amended by the addition 
of the following paragraph: 

Paragraph 14. Common carriers shall not provide in cars, vehicles, vessels, or con- 
veyances operated in interstate traffic, or in depots, waiting rooms or other places 
used by passengers traveling from one State or Territory or the District of Columbia, 
to another State or Territory or the District of Columbia, any towel for use by more 
than one person: Provided, That towels maybe used again after having been sterilized 
with boiling water. 

Franklin MacVeagh, 

Secretary 



THE CHOLERA SITUATION. 

The cholera situation at Constantinople is reported to be improv- 
ing. In Japan also conditions are becoming better. The slow 
headway made by the present outbreak of cholera in Japan is shown 
by the comparatively small number of cases reported. Up to 
November 9, when the epidemic had apparently passed its worst 
stage and conditions were improving, only 1,924 cases had been 
reported, although many localities had been invaded by the disease. 
According to last advices, cholera was present in many places in 
southern Asia, and the outbreak at Zanzibar was still continuing. 
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